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Destination: North America




Leaving war-torn Europe

50,000 Refugees

Going to Brntain
LONDON (Reuters) — Thous-

ands of Latv:an Estoman and

g to Britain as an addition to
the country's manpower Abopt

months and @ 50,000
within a year, it was stated by
the ecumenical refugee com-{

mission,

Province (Vancouver, BC)
June 23, 1947

DP's in Germany
Sail for Canada

Frankfurt, Germany, July 24
(Reuters).—The first party of dis-
placed persons leaving Germany
for Canada hy boat sailed from

tonlnn rehuves of Camdlans.

A second shipment of displaced
persons being recruited by aspecial
immigration team touring the oc-
cuplied zones is expected to leave

in about three weeks.

Globe and Mail (Toronto, ON)
July 25, 1947

20,000 Estonians Ask
To Resettle in U. S.

FRANKFURT, Germany, Aug. 25—
(#)—Twenty thousand Estonian dis-
Maced persons in Germany and Aus-
tria have petitioned President Truman
to be resettled in the United States, it
was learned Monday.

The Estonians assert they can not
retmn to
b

fe cannot accept the absolutist com—
munism and the totalitarian regime
WY osed upon our home " Estonia Jjs
no 3

Daily Oklahoman (Oklahoma City,
OK) August 26, 1947



Leaving war-torn Europe

Reds Demand Expatriation

LIBERTY'S STAR  Refugee Estonians Plead

LEADS 298 OVER  For Asylum In Sweden
PERILOUS SEAS s o sty s

RANKFORT.—With Russia pu under Soviet law, each one a rebe)
Recawse he has not already returned

washington, Aug. 23 (Special)—
(] n/

ting pressure on Sweden to repatri- | N\ Estona despite repeaied orders

Ale forelbly the Baltle refugees with- Ito do s0. the memorandum eo
In her bordets, the Estonian com- tirlies, wherefore “every Ba

Most of the refugees, who have
been coming in a thin stream

d that

unlike the © : nd Eritain | Eslonian ref
—has recognized the absorption of | protection
> Estonia into the Soviel Unlon, | Fepresent
Estonian nationals cannot be recog- | In fact
> nized as Soviet citizens withoit in- | the

acon .ln three vears, their firs
white bread. Others hadn’t seen
atoes for 10 years and so

fringing both Swedish and interna-
‘soral law,

“Under Soviel law,” the mem-
W orandum declares, “no ene may
time in their lives. =~ renounce Sovifle scdtizenship ey
/. . ' ) - cept by orgder of the USS,
onn:ont. altho
men pﬂ""
Chicago Tribune (Chicago, IL) any

August 24, 1948 elt} Edmonton Journal (Edmonton, AB)

March 9, 1948




Viking ships, 1945 & 1946 — Destination & passengers

Miamj, USA — 12, 18 ja 18
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nanda, 11 m; 'riI .2 m; Linda,
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Erma, 11.1 m

Estonia, 11 m
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Viking ships, 1947 — Destination & passengers

Savannah, USA - 24

W

f

Sl

dith, 12.8 m

Photos missing:
* Docan, 12.2 m (West Palm Beach —5)
* Svea, 12.8 m (West Palm Beach — 24)
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Viking ships, 1948 — Destination & passengers

Wilmington, NC USA - 69

Southport, NC USA - 15

e

Roland, 11.3 m

Prolific, 21.2 m



Viking ships, 1948 — Destination & passengers

Boston, USA - 29 (no Estonians)
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Gundel, 19.5 m



Viking ships, 1948 — Destination & passengers

St. John’s — 42 Halifax — 347

Photo missing: Walnut, 50.0 m
* Capry, 17 m (Halifax — 25)

10



Viking ships, 1948 — Destination & passengers

Halifax — 75
' Quebec - 29 i

=
Y

Astrid, 13.7 m

Ostervdg, 21.4 m

11
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Viking ships, 1949 — Destination & passengers

Miami, FL USA - 37

13



Viking ships, 1949 — Destination & passengers

Halifax — 154

Photos missing:
* Amanda, 21.1 m (Halifax — 31) )
* Brilliant, ? m (Halifax — 60), Sarabande, 49.1 m (former British minesweeper)

* W.E. Gladstone, 21.8 m (Halifax — 23)

* Skagen, 36.3 (Boston — 84) 14
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Viking ships, 1950 & 1951 — Destination & passengers
Quebec - 122

Goran, ?? m

Photos missing:

* Madsen, 32 m (Boston, USA — 108)
* Walprio, 19.5 m (Miami, USA — 11)

16
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Viking ships (no.) to North America,

by passengers per ship

altii?;j:‘tlgl 1945 | 1946 | 1947 | 1948 | 1949 | 1950 | 1951
<15 1 1 1 1
15 - 50 1 2 2 5 5 1
51-100 ’) 1 1
> 100 1 ’)

19



Viking ship passengers to North America®,
by destination

1945-1946 1947-1948 1949-1951

544 610
116| [283

Ameerika Kanada
Uhendriigid

* KGik reisijad, mitte ainult eestlased 20



75t anniversary of
viking ship “Edith”

... the first Estonian “Vikings”
arrived in Canada in 1948

21



First steps on Candian soil taken by “vikings”
-- Hamilton January 16, 1948 --

|
i
it

) _-- :'E:.__,". ..- ," TR . P . .
ON THEIR WAY TO KITCHENER, the Cstonions are secn ot Flumilton station beflore leaving by bus tor their new

home. In Kitchener, the Lutheran church and the Canacian Lutheran World Relief committee will care for tl1_l:rr: and
place them in joba, The ship which carried them across the Atlantic to Savannah, Ga., may be brought to Kitchener

Toronto Daily Star (Toronto, ON) 2
January 17, 1948



,Edith” sets out from Sweden

e 2.juulil 1947. a. valjus 12,8 m pikkune endine
kalalaev , Edith“ Goteborg’ist.

* Bjorko saarelt voeti peale Glejaanud kaasasoitjad,
kokku 23 eestlast ja Uks latlane, nende hulgas
kolme aastane Ants Mets.

23



Damaged motor repairs on Knippla island, Sweden




First North American newspaper stories

about the “Edith”

Sail for U.S. in 40-Foot Boat
22 Estanjqns Ffee__ Soviet Rule

Penzance, England, July 23— lbecause they were fed up wi:h!

{Reutersi—Twenly-lwo Fstonians— | E'-lﬁtij”‘g rule. _Ffbﬂd"'"i‘::;tumﬁ hope
: " i - . | that thoy . w @ ghie in reach
including 13 men, «ignt women and Florida in 33 days after leaving |

a bay boy——docked last night eboard | papzanes. i
their 40-foot fishing boat Edith on| They planned fo {ake about 440
the first leg of their flighi from | gallons of waler and just enough
Russian-dominsted Estonia o ihe. food to last the teip if all on board
United Sistes. : ration themselves, i

With the Estomian flag flring at)  The Edith was a small engine but
the tiny boat's mosit. the Seafurers | the emigranis can not afford the ol
gald they decided to go to the US 1o run L and must depend on sail,

— £S

e e e g

— = M

Toronto Star (Toronto, ON)
July 23, 1947

Sail For Ametica In
40-Ft Fishing Vessel

PENZANCE. Eng., July 28, (UDP)
—Twenty-three Eslonians, includ-
ing cight women and "a child,
sailed Sunday for Miami. Fla., in
a 40-foot fishing vessel. Thes hop-
ed to make the trip in 33 davs. J

Courier News (Blytheville, AL)
July 23, 1947

25



,Edith’s” vikings in Penzance, England

26



Safely in Savannah

ESIONIAN REFUGEES REA(H SAVANNAH BEFORE SIORM

Jreme— - W s ——————-

g "-v‘ '. a

These 24 Estonlan refugees arrive safely In Savannah, Ga., aboard their 43-foot fishing sloop, “Edith,” |
at the end of a stormy voyage from Sweden across th: north Atlantic in quest of new homes. Their wireless |
broke down several days ago, and they were not awa'e of the violent hurricane sweeping up from the south
Atlantie, Immigration officials ordered them transfe xrd to Ellis lslund In New \ork (AP Phote)

Hattiesburg American (Hattlesburg,MISS)
September 19, 1947

23 Estonians Arrive

In U.S. on Frail Boat

Savannah, Ga., Sept. 17 (UP)
—Twenty-threa Estonians landed
their 43-foot sailboat here yes-
terday happily unaware they

brushed with death near the}
giant hurricane in this area.

Immigration officials ordered
them taken to Ellis Island in
New York. They had not decided
on disposition of their boat, and
the future of the nine women,
13 men and one boy of three was
uncertain,

~ Thegy will be taken to Ellis
Island in a special pullman car
taking with them the and

food showered on em by
Savannahians who admired their
bravery in making the perilous
59-day crossing of the North Sea
and the Atlantic Ocean.

Courier Post (Courier, NJ)
September 17, 1947

27



Savannah harbour

St. Louis Star and Times (St. Louis, MO)
September 18, 1947

28



Happy to be in Savannah

ESTONIAN REFUGEES—These twenty-three Estonians landed yesterday morning at the municipal dock to com-

plete a fifty-nine day voyage in a 43-foot sloop from Gotenburg, Sweden. They made stops in England and at the

Madeira Islands. Smiles on their faces tell of their happiness at reaching America, and now they hope they

will be permitted to remain. Their hopes seem slim indeed as Washington directed that they be sent today to

Ellis Island, N. Y., for deportation hearings. Savannahians generously showered the Estonians with gifts of food

and saw fo it that the two and one-half year old boy among their number had dolls and toys. (Photo by
: Southern Photo Service.) :

Savannah Morning News (Savannah, GA)
September 17, 1947

29



...warmly welcomed...

24 Estonians
Find It’s True
About the U.S.

gees who battled the Atlantic for
in a 43 foot sloop learned

proof arrived when a
sailor from a navy patrol boat

u-td when a local fruit denkr
brought a gift bunch of bananas.

|

Boy Tastes First Candy
The group aboard the boat In.

num with candy ud

resources to buy the sloop in which
they arrived, and left Gotenborg,
Sweden, on July 2.

In sharp contrast to the u-nt-|

ment accorded three similar ship.
loads of refugees who arrived at
Miaml last year from Sweden, how.
ever, all the occupants of the shoop
today were placed aboard a train
and started for Ellis [sland by immi-
gration authorilies. The earlier
groups were permitted to land and
to remain at lberty without bond
for several months. Eventually they
were supplied with permanent visas
thru intercession of President Tru.
man.

No Change In Policy

A spokesman at immigration seorv-
e headquarters In Philadelphia,
sald detention of the new
Ellis Island is only inci
not indicate a

RS

Chicago Tribune (Chicago, IL)
September 18, 1947

30



... but their stay in USA was uncertain

Modern Vikings Face
Immigration Inquiry |

Estonians May |
~ Beat Deporl'chon |

Savannah, Ga., Sept. 20 —(INS)
—A group of Estonian, refugees
who took Savannah by storm are
‘due to arrive in New York today
‘on their way to Ellis Island.

The blond, good - looking Eston-
'jans wept openly when they board-
ed a special Pullman at Savan-
nah yesterday on their way to face
immigration officials.

They smiled when told by guards
that they might not be returned to
Russian - dominated Estonia or
to Sweden. They wrote cards to
their families tclling them of the
shower of food, clothing, money
and kindness bestowed upon them
by Savannah cit.izens

ale enlv v&islxo

Mat these people- "ﬂne Nor
modern Vikings'’'—would be allow-
ed to remain in America. They
were likened to pioneers who made

e Atlantic,
is under guard in Savannah port,

and fined $24,000 for illegal entry

Clarion Ledger (Clarlon, MI)
September 21, 1947
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Staying in the USA to be determined!

23 Estonians. Latvian

| Taken to Ellis Island

NEW YORK, Sept. 19 (#).—A|
group of 23 Estonians and one|
‘Latvian who braved an Atlantic
crossing in a 43-foot sailboat to
realize their dream of living in
America, were detained at Ellis Is-|
\land today awaiting a hearing by
'immigration officials.

The group landed at Savannah,i
Ga., Tuesday, and their skipper‘
Ludvig Tosine, cheerfully but apolo—-
getically said they had no visas--|
only a desire and a will bo become |

Estonians Will Go
To Ellis Island

SAVANNAH, Ga., Sept. 17—
(UP)—A hardy handful of Eston-
jans who crossed the Atlantic in a
43-foot sailboat in 59 days will ride
in style in a special pullman car
in one day to New York—and Ellis

nine women, 132 men and a blond
~boy of three who landed here yes-
' terday—just ahead of the Atlantic
. hurricane stirring this area—with-
\gut visas.

Miami News (Miami, FL)
September 18, 1947

day, immigration officials said, be
lcause detention facilities were un-
|available at Savannah. A spokes-|
'man said they would be given a for-|
mal hearing on their request fo
- into this country.

Allikmaa smilc

0y and one-half-mo .
rom Swede: wlth 21 othe: Estonian refugees. They are now
awaiting decislon of immigration officials as to whether they
may remain in the U.8.

News Journal (Wilmington, NJ)
September 19, 1947

Ottawa Citizen (Ottawa, ON)
September 23, 1947

32



Canadian federal government: “Welcome!”

'Canada Will Admit Estonians
Who Crossed Ocean in Sailboat

Twenty-three Estonians, . in-
cluding eight women and a 2%-
year-old boy, who crossed the
stormy Atlantic in a 40-foot sail-
boat but were refused entry to
the Unitea States, will be ad-
mitted to Canada soon, Immi-
gration officials announced
Tuesday.

Landing - at Savannah, Ga.,
after a hectic two-month battle
with Atlaatic gales, the 23 were
taken to Ellis Island, NY, and
later granted . temporary entry
into the United States, with the
understanding they would be
permitted to find another coun-
try_in which to settle.

The Canadian Lutheran World
Relief Organization- in Winnipeg
took up the Estonians’ case. In
a letter to Canacdian Immigra-
tion officials, the organization
asked consideration “on purely
compassionate grounds and to af-

ford them the opportunity of.

beginning life again in a country
built on the democratis princi-
| ples irr"which they believe and
for which the

ffesday’s announcemen d
that ém the recommendation o
Mines Minister Glen, special .pro-

vision was made for the entry of
the 23 persons, providing they
could meet the Immigration Act's
mental and physical requirements.

Entry to the United States was
refused because the Estonlans .
lacked the necessary immigration

visas and because the quota for
persons of Estonian birth was
over-subscribed by displaced per-
sons in the American zones of
Germany and Austria.

The Estonians included a gold-
smith, a draftsman, a bookkeeper,
six clerks, a motorman, a carpen-
ter, two electricians, a machinist,
a painter, three dressmakers and
a housewife.

They set sail aboard the 40-foot
sailboat Edith at Goteberg,
Sweden, in early Summer by way
of Penzance, England. Equipped
with 450 gallons of drinking
water, the vessels only stored
enough food for 30 days. Fierce
Atlantic gales forced the little
boat of her course and lengthen-
ed the trip to two months. There
was not enough money to buy oil
or the small engine and the
pper had to depend on sail.

Ottawa Journal (Ottawa, ON)
December 19, 1947



Canadian federal government: “Welcome!”

'Canada Will Admit Estonians
Who Crossed Ocean in Sailboat

Twenty-three Estonians, . in-
cluding eight women and a 2%-
year-old boy, who crossed the
stormy Atlantic in a 40-foot sail-
boat but were refused entry to
the Unitea States, will be ad-
mitted to Canada soon, Immi-
gration officials announced
Tuesday.

Landing - at Savannah, Ga.,
after a hectic two-month battle
with Atlaatic gales, the 23 were
taken to Ellis Island, NY, and
later granted . temporary entry
into the United States, with
understanding they would
permitted to find another co
try_in which to settle.

The Canadian Lutheran Wor
Relief Organization in Winnipeg
took up the Estonians’ case. In
a letter to Canacdian Immigra-
tion officials, the organization
asked consideration “on purely
compassionate grounds and to af-

ford them the opportunity of.

beginning life again in a country
built on the democratis princi-
| ples irr"which they believe and
for which they stand”.

Tuesday’s announcement said
that om the recommendation of
Mines Minister Glen, special .pro-

vision was made for the entry of
the 23 persons, providing they
could meet the Immigration Act's
mental and physical requirements.

Entry to the United States was

refused because the Estonlans .

lacked the necessary immigration

visas and because the quota for
persons of Estonian birth was
over-subscribed by disphcod per-

ps of

sons D

peany and Austrla
The Estonians included a gold
smith, a draftsman, a bookkeeper,
six clerks, a motorman, a carpen-
ter, two electricians, a machinist,
a painter, three dressmakers and
a housewife.
They set sail aboard the 40-fg
Edith at Ggie¥
by way
of Penunce. England. Equipped
with 450 gallons of drinking
water, the vessels only stored
enough food for 30 days. Fierce
Atlantic gales forced the little
boat of her course and lengthen-
ed the trip to two months. There
was not enough money to buy oil
for the small engine and the
skipper had to depend on sail.

Ottawa Journal (Ottawa, ON)
December 19, 1947
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Doors open to Canada...

with Lutheran Church’s assistance

R

l ‘
Estonians get

haven in Canada

KITCHENER, Ont., Jan. 8 (CP).
— Twenty - four Estonian men,
women and children, who last
summer crossed the Atlantic in a
43-foot sailboat, only to be re-
fused admission to the United
States after their perilous, two-|
month voyage, will arrive here/
Jan. 15, it was announced today.

The little group, held at Ellis
Island New smce they

Luthoun world religion commit-
tee. A three-storey house is being
epared for them.

Regina Leader-Post (Regina, SK)
January 8, 1948

Estonians Given
Haven in Canada

Kitchener, Ont., Jan. 7 (AP).—’

Twenty-four Estonian men, women
and children who crossed the At-
lantic last Summer in a 43-foot
sailboat only to be refused admis-
sion to the U. S., will arnve here

Estonians, Barred
From U. S., Given
Home in Canada -

WASHINGTON, Jan. 8-
Found, at last—a home for a rug-
ged band of Estonlans who cross.
ed the Atlantic In a 43-foot sail
boat last summer, but were re-
fused admission to the
States,

Well,
thd' 'hf'
en and ¢

it was unnuun(wl today
:tonianu tme-n wom-

mtdrin Janu:

] live. The Canadian Lutheran
the Canadun Lutheran World Re- World Religion Committee is
liglon Committee. A three-story : )mmln" the Estonians, and :

puse is being prepared for ther + house has be o

pdrwl for the emoers Of Ihr
committee said that work has
been found for most of the adult
members of the group.

The Estonians were barred
from the United States —and long
held at New York's Ellis Island -
because the American immigra-
tion quota for Estonians had been
filled. The hardy groun was given
' six months' tempo.ary admission
to the United States 1o enable it
to find a home in some other
country. Now the group has
found it.

Daily News (New York, NY)
January 8, 1948

News Review (Ridgecrest, CA)

|
|
|
{
|

United '

January 1, 1948
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Lutheran Church’s welcome to Kitchener

-

REFUGEES FIND HAVEN IN KITCHENER AFTER LONG OCEAN TRIP |

113
i

WL F IR

THEIR SAILBOAT-—The Edith, 43-foot boat in which the
refugees sailed from Estonia, is shown above. Crossing the
Atlantic in the small craft took 75 days.

e
3 AN TS b
i Record Staff Photos

FIRST KITCHENER MEAL—Tired but happy, 23 Estonian immigrants reached their jour-
ney's end as they landed in Kitchener last night. Travelling by bus from Hamilton where
they arrived yesterday noon from New York, they were guests at a dinner in St. Peter's
Lutheran Parish Hall, as shown in top photo. Members of the party are seen below examin-
ing complimentary copies of The Record given them at the dinner. Standing is Frithjof Wick-
strom, Kitchener business man, who was one of the interpreters.

KITCHENER HOME—nh il the house %
Kitchener-Waterloo Record (Kitchener, ON) January 17, 1948 frommaor oyt R o s §0 3
Lutheran Council. Thgy will use half the large duplex.




juuli — september 1947. a.
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“Edith” passengers’ route to Kitchener

Vdljumine:
e« Goteborg, 2. juulil, 1947. a.

Vahepeatused:

* Knippla saar, Rootsi — 4. juulil \

e Ostend, Belgia — 14. juulil w

* Penzance, Inglismaa — 22. juulil 10,909 km

* Vigo, Espania — 30. juulil 76 paeva

 Madeira saar — 6. augustil B — d
Maabumine: E\\‘S

 Savannah (Georgia), USA — 16. septembril _ 120 p’ée\'a
Dokumentideta kinnipidamis- ja vdljasaatmiskeskuses: /

e Ellis Island (New York) — 18. sept. kuni 15. jaan. .

Rong-, bussil

Uus kodupaik: 1,950 km

e Kitchener, Kanada — 16. jaanuaril, 1948. a. ) péeva




Following the lives of “Edith’s” vikings

i 7 i ing; Paul Reinsoo, who
ESTONIANS IN TORONTO include Olly Rada, whose husband drowned on Atlantic crossing; 1 :
fled from Russians in 1944, crossed Baltic sea in rowboat; findle Lohmus, who§e hu'sband is a goldsmith; an.d l;_clua_rd
Aun, 39, bookkeeper and carpenter, who now is working for a Toronto construction firm. Eight of refugees live in city

these have become such good Canadians that officials who sponsored the move would like to see the same ‘thing

bappen to 29 Latvians who just arrived by small boat at Boston. If U.S. refuses them, they will look to Canada

Toronto Daily Star (Toronto, ON) July 27, 1948

|
i HARVES;HNG TIME finds Michacl Kadarik, Ants Mets and Ernst Mohmus all ready to go to work. Estonians like

Toronto Daily Star (Toronto, ON) July 27, 1948

Epn. Voyage Recalled ‘

Crossed Atlantic Safely,
Drowns From Rowboat

TORONTO, (CP)—Twenty-year-
old Oswald Kaljulaid, one of the 23
Estonians who recently crossed the
Atlantic to seek freedom in North
America, was drowned Wednesday
night in an attempt to save his
girl companion after tneir rowboat
upset in the Humber River.

The girl, Ollie Korzz, was saved
by Bob Whiting and Sidney Rogers.

‘The party of Estonians, of which

Edmonton Journal (Edmonton, AB) May 27, 1948

Kaljulaid ‘was a member, fled per-
stcution in their native land and
risked a 75-day sea voyage in a
small boat in an effort to find peace
and freedom iIn North America.
They reached the United States

but found legal barriers preventing |
them from entering that country, !

| After they were detained at Ellis

Island six weeks, arrangements |
were made for their entry into Can- l
ada

39



Following the lives of “Edith’s” vikings

& - — - p = >
HAPPY ESTO living at Kitchener now include Mrs, 1 e by e
BET Velly Allbra 2 L ase Seoterabes 23 relogecs reachd Savangsh, Gu,, after 75
days in sailboat. Refused entry to U.S., they tumed to Canada, are happy in new homes

Kitchener-Waterloo Record
Kitchener, ON) June ?, 1948

Rev. Paul Eydt Officiates at
Wedding of Estonian Refugees—

A happy climax to the adventures
of two [Estonian refugees was
written on Saturday when Ludwig
Tosine took as his bride Felixa
(Velly) Allikmaa at St, Matthew's
Lutheran Church, Kitchener. Mr.
Tosine was the captain of the small
sa2il boat which brought 23 refugees
to America last year. His bride was
one of the passengers whom he met
in Sweden just before sailing. The
entire group of refugees, with the
exception of two who died after
arriving in this country, gathered
at the church to wish good luck to
the happy young couple. A number
of them have taken up residence in
Toronto during recent months. Of.
ficiating at the ceremony was the
Rev. Paul Eydt, pastor of St.
Paul’'s Lutheran Chureh, Moserville,
a member of the Lutheran Relief
Committee, through whose efforts
the group of refugees was admitted
to Canada last January.

Kitchener-Waterloo Record
(Kitchener, ON) August 23(?), 1948

40



Newspaper stories about the ,Edith“, 1947-1948
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What did Estonian vikings bring to Canada?

3 And we are bringing ou
| the relatives we can.

osine is a palnter now and h@
lanning to bring out his sister and
nts from Sweden as soon as he

= : ome
re working in Toronto factories:
one is a great lakes sailor and all
ed churchgoers.

| Mr. and

= ining as they W
their five-weeks-old baby, Vive.
r. Lemining works In a powe

i A;:il Mets, 4, admires the new-.bom baby which came to his ;;r'e‘
Mr. and Mrs. Oswald Mets, last Tuesday.

_ Phe Estonians included a

smith, a draftsman, a bookkeeper,
six clerks, a motorman, a carpen-
ter, two electricians, a machinist,
a painter, three dressmakers and

3 I . Michael
darik, factory warker, and XErnst

Icials sald work has been
up for most of the adult members
up.




By viking ship to Canada
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