
Viikingilaevad
(Viking ships)
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Tõnu Tõsine, Hamilton, Canada   October 26, 2023



Destination: North America
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Leaving war-torn Europe

Province  (Vancouver, BC)
June 23, 1947

Globe and Mail (Toronto, ON)
July 25, 1947

Daily Oklahoman (Oklahoma City, 
OK) August 26, 1947
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Leaving war-torn Europe

/...
Chicago Tribune (Chicago, IL)

 August 24, 1948

/...

.../

Edmonton Journal (Edmonton, AB) 
March 9, 1948



Inanda, 11 m;  Brill, 12.2 m; Linda, ? m

Viking ships, 1945 & 1946 – Destination & passengers

Estonia, 11 m

Erma, 11.1 m

Miami, USA – 12, 18 ja 18

Miami, USA – 7

Norfolk, USA – 16
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Miami

Norfolk

Göteborg, j.t.

„Viikingilaevad“, 1945. ja 1946. a.
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Madeira



Edith, 12.8 m

Savannah, USA – 24

Viking ships, 1947 – Destination & passengers
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Photos missing:  
*  Docan, 12.2 m (West Palm Beach – 5) 
*  Svea, 12.8 m (West Palm Beach – 24) 



Savannah

West Palm 
Beach

Göteborg

„Viikingilaevad“, 1947. a.
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Assoorid

Madeira



Prolific, 21.2 m

Wilmington, NC  USA – 69

Viking ships, 1948 – Destination & passengers

8

Roland, 11.3 m

Southport, NC  USA – 15



Gundel, 19.5 m

Boston, USA – 29 (no Estonians)

Viking ships, 1948 – Destination & passengers
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Atlanta, 26.0 m 

Walnut, 50.0 m

Halifax – 347St. John’s – 42

Viking ships, 1948 – Destination & passengers

Photo missing:  
*  Capry, 17 m (Halifax – 25)  
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Östervåg, 21.4 m

Halifax – 75
Quebec – 29

Astrid, 13.7 m

Viking ships, 1948 – Destination & passengers



Quebec

Boston
Halifax

Göteborg, j.t.

„Viikingilaevad“, 1948. a.

Wilmington, j.t.

St. Johns

12

Madeira

Kanaarid

Assoorid

Bermuda



Eeva, 29 m

Miami, FL  USA – 37

Viking ships, 1949 – Destination & passengers
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Pärnu, 35 m

Halifax – 154

Viking ships, 1949 – Destination & passengers

Sarabande, 49.1 m (former British minesweeper)

Halifax – 253

Photos missing:  
*  Amanda, 21.1 m (Halifax – 31)
*  Brilliant, ? m  (Halifax – 60), 
*  W.E. Gladstone, 21.8 m (Halifax – 23)
*  Skagen, 36.3 (Boston – 84) 14



Miami

Boston
Halifax

Göteborg, j.t.

„Viikingilaevad“, 1949. a.

15

Madeira



Viking ships, 1950 & 1951 – Destination & passengers

Photos missing:  
• *  Måsen, 32 m (Boston, USA – 108)
• *  Walprio, 19.5 m (Miami, USA – 11) 
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Göran,  ?? m

Quebec - 122



Quebec

Miami

Boston

Göteborg, j.t.

„Viikingilaevad“, 1950. ja 1951. a.
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Madeira

Assoorid

Bathurst
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Reisijate 
arv laeval

1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 1950 1951

<15 1 1 1 1

15 - 50 1 2 2 5 5 1

51 - 100 2 1 1

> 100 1 2

Viking ships (no.) to North America, 
by passengers per ship
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Viking ship passengers to North America*,
by destination

1945-1946

Ameerika 
Ühendriigid

Kanada

1947-1948 1949-1951

71

610

283116

544

* Kõik reisijad, mitte ainult eestlased 20
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75th anniversary of
viking ship “Edith”

... the first Estonian “Vikings”
arrived in Canada in 1948
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Toronto Daily Star (Toronto, ON)

January  17, 1948

First steps on Candian soil taken by “vikings”
-- Hamilton January 16, 1948 --



„Edith“ sets out from Sweden

• 2. juulil 1947. a. väljus 12,8 m pikkune endine  
kalalaev „Edith“ Göteborg’ist.

• Björkö saarelt võeti peale ülejäänud kaasasõitjad, 
kokku 23 eestlast ja üks lätlane, nende hulgas 
kolme aastane Ants Mets.
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Damaged motor repairs on Knippla island, Sweden
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First North American newspaper stories 
about the “Edith”
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Toronto Star (Toronto, ON)
July 23, 1947

Courier News (Blytheville, AL)
July 23, 1947



„Edith’s“ vikings in Penzance, England
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Safely in Savannah

27

Courier Post (Courier, NJ)
September 17, 1947

Hattiesburg American (Hattiesburg,MISS)
September 19, 1947



Savannah harbour

28

St. Louis Star and Times (St. Louis,  MO) 
September 18, 1947



Happy to be in Savannah
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Savannah Morning News (Savannah, GA)
September 17, 1947
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…warmly welcomed... 

Chicago Tribune (Chicago, IL)
September 18, 1947



... but their stay in USA was uncertain

31Clarion Ledger (Clarion, MI) 
September 21, 1947
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Miami News (Miami, FL) 
September 18, 1947

News Journal (Wilmington, NJ) 
September 19, 1947

Ottawa Citizen (Ottawa, ON) 
September 23, 1947

Staying in the USA to be determined!
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Canadian federal government:  “Welcome!”

Ottawa Journal (Ottawa, ON)
December 19, 1947
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Canadian federal government:  “Welcome!”

Ottawa Journal (Ottawa, ON)
December 19, 1947



Doors open to Canada... 
with Lutheran Church’s assistance
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Daily News (New York, NY) 
January  8, 1948

Regina Leader-Post (Regina, SK) 
January 8, 1948

News Review (Ridgecrest, CA) 
January 1, 1948



Lutheran Church’s welcome to Kitchener

36Kitchener-Waterloo Record (Kitchener, ON) January 17, 1948



Savannah

Göteborg

„Edith“, juuli – september 1947. a.

37

Madeira

Ellis Island, 
New York

Kitchener

Ostend
Penzance

Vigo



“Edith” passengers’ route to Kitchener

Väljumine:  

• Göteborg, 2. juulil, 1947. a.

Vahepeatused:

• Knippla saar, Rootsi – 4. juulil

• Ostend, Belgia – 14. juulil

• Penzance, Inglismaa – 22. juulil

• Vigo, Espania – 30. juulil

• Madeira saar – 6. augustil

Maabumine:

• Savannah (Georgia), USA – 16. septembril

Dokumentideta kinnipidamis- ja väljasaatmiskeskuses:

• Ellis Island (New York) – 18. sept. kuni 15. jaan. 

Uus kodupaik:

• Kitchener, Kanada – 16. jaanuaril, 1948. a.
38



Following the lives of “Edith’s” vikings

39Toronto Daily Star (Toronto, ON) July 27, 1948 Edmonton Journal (Edmonton, AB) May 27, 1948

Toronto Daily Star (Toronto, ON) July 27, 1948
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Kitchener-Waterloo Record 
(Kitchener, ON) August 23(?), 1948

Following the lives of “Edith’s” vikings

Kitchener-Waterloo Record 
Kitchener, ON) June ?, 1948



Newspaper stories about the „Edith“, 1947-1948

5

42 2

16 1

5
1

1
3

9

1

7

2

8

2

5 7 4

7
2

8
11

11 10
1

4

15

1

3

7

11

1

1

1

41



42



What did Estonian vikings bring to Canada? 

43



By viking ship to Canada

44



45
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